3 Position in L ine
Worked Example 1
Look at the animals below.
From the left, name the position of
(a) the deer,
(b) the dog.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

(a) The deer is in the 4th position.
(b) The dog is in the 2nd position.
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Worked Example 2
A group of children are lining up to
collect their tickets. Sally is 3rd from
the left. She is also 3rd from the right.
How many children are there in the
line?

Left

Right

Sally
From the diagram, there are 5 children in the line.
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Worked Example 3
There are 4 students in front of Bob
while he is in line for the bus. He is
6th from the end of the line. How
many students are there in the
line?

5

End of line

4

Bob
5 + 4 + 1 = 10

There are 10 students in the line.
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Practice Questions
Fill in each blank with the correct answer.
1. Look at the objects below.

From the right, name the position of the
(a) pencil,
(b) ball.
2. 5 children are lining up to buy ice cream.
Fabian is right in front of Amos. Dolly is behind
Amos, but in front of Sally. Joe is behind Sally.
(a) Write the names of the children in the boxes
provided.

(b) Who is 2nd from the end of the line?
(c) Who is 3rd in the line?
28
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3. In a race, Tom was running just behind June.
If June was in the 6th position, how many people
were running ahead of Tom?

people were running ahead of Tom.
4. There are 6 boys in front of Robert and 4 girls
behind him. How many children are there in the
line?

There are

children in the line.

5. 9 children were in a line. Ruth was 6th in the line.
What was her position if counted from the end of
the line?

Her position was
line.

from the end of the

29
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6. In a line, there are 4 boys in front of Richard and
5 girls behind him. How many children are there in
the line?

There are

children in the line.

7. A number of students line up for their drinks.
Arnold is 5th from the right. He is also 5th from the
left. How many students are there in the line?

There are

students in the line.

8. Bobby was 7th in a line. He was also 7th from the
end of the line. How many people were there in
the line?

There were

people in the line.
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9. Lisa was ﬁfth in a line. She was sixth from the end
of the line. How many people were there in the
line?

There were

people in the line.

10. 6 students were behind Paul as he was lining up
for his ticket. Paul was also sixth in the line. How
many students were there in the line?

There were

students in the line.
31
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Challenging Problems
Worked Example 1
Alice is 5th in a line. Matthew is 6th from the end of the
line. There are 2 students lining up between Alice and
Matthew. How many students are there in the line?
5th

End of line

Matthew

1st

Alice

6 + 2 + 5 = 13
There are 13 students in the line.

Worked Example 2
There are 15 children in a line. Sally is 8th in the line.
Jack is 5th from the end of the line. How many children
are there between Sally and Jack?
8
5
1st
Sally

Jack

End of line

15 – 8 – 5 = 2
There are 2 children between Sally and Jack.
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Do these problems. Show your work clearly.
1. There are 3 boys and 2 girls behind Alisa.
There are 2 boys and 3 girls in front of Alisa.
How many children are there altogether?

There are

children altogether.

2. Sonia was lining up for her food. There were
13 children in the line. She was 8th in the line.
Counting from the end of the line, in which position
was Sonia?

Sonia was in

position.

3. There were 17 students in a line. Dave was 7th in
the line. In which position was he from the end of
the line?

He was in
line.

position from the end of the
33
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4. A total of 19 adults are lining up for the tickets.
Jean’s father is 9th from the end of the line. In
which position is he in the line?

He was in

position in the line.

5. Arthur is 7th in the line. Counting from the end of the
line, Jennifer is also 7th in the same line. There are
3 boys and 1 girl between Arthur and Jennifer. How
many children are there in the line?

There are

children in the line.

6. A total of 17 students are in a line. Charles is 8th in
the line. Jack is 4th from the end of the line. How
many students are there between Charles and Jack?

There are
and Jack.

students between Charles
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7. Jack and Jill are lining up to collect their badges.
There are 3 people in front of Jack. There are
2 people between Jack and Jill. Which position in
the line is Jill in?

Jill is in

position in the line.

8. There were 16 students in a line. Robert was 5th in
the line. Elsa was 7th from the end of the line. How
many students were between Robert and Elsa?

There are
and Elsa.

students between Robert
35
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9. Roy is standing right in front of Sue. Paul is behind
Sue and there are 2 students between them. Paul
is the 12th student in the line. How many students
are in front of Roy?

students are in front of Roy.
10. At a taxi stand, Jenny who was in the 2nd position
switched places with a disabled man who was in
the 9th position. After the man got into a taxi, how
many taxis would have to leave before Jenny could
get into one?

taxis would have to leave.
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